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Student Housing Community Forum – Rough Transcription of Public Comments  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

November 6, 2019 | 6:00 PM at Foothill High School 

Public Comments: 0 total 

1) No Public Comments 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

November 12, 2019 | 6:00 PM at Highlands High School 

Public Comments: 4 total 

1) Hey, so I wonder why it was that you did not say that the student housing committee voted 
against school closure? And I also want to know how you're considering when are students are 
moving across gang boundaries and what you're going to do to keep our students safe as 
they're going to school when you're combining different gangs in the same school proposal. 
That is not best for the school. I also wanted to comment on the need to build a new school. Is 
it that you want to close the schools on this side to fill them up at 95% or higher to qualify for 
Grants from the state of California so we can build on that side? Are we sacrificing our brown 
students, our poor students, our minority families for the sake of the wealthier family owners 
that are going to come in...  just need to be thought about, Hmmm? Again, school closures are 
bad for students. There are studies and I'll deliver to you that show that smaller schools do 
better. And if you're thinking about how our schools did with regard to improving academically 
could it possibly be that they're working; that they're doing better, that they're making 
improvements because they're smaller campuses?  Another, hmmm... things to make you go 
hmmm? So anyways, school closures are bad. They should not happen. If you need to adjust 
the budget we have that unaudited actuals that I know that show it’s surplus that's in there. We 
can adjust the budget format and you can also streamline and make the administration a little 
bit more efficient and maybe look at  - there's no reason some of our employees should make 
more than the Governor of the State of California on their financial. So just some thoughts. 

2) My name is Cameron, last name Ster.  My uh, my students, or my kids are going to schools all 
over we're supposed to go to Larchmont but that was closed down years back. Then we we’re 
told to go to FC Joyce we were, so we don't want to go to FC Joyce because it's on a busy Street. 
But then we we’re supposed to go to Kohler - Kohler is tucked way back in the back uh, not the 
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greatest of neighborhoods  - anywhere near Santa Fe market, for example.  Uh, we ended up 
going to Allison might they now go to Eastside and to CCA Elementary. My issue is that like 
Allison for example, and I love to staff at Allison, they are great, but the schools in a terrible 
spot is on the corner of two busy streets -  parents and children have been hit on Don Julio 
before, parents don't pay attention or coming in and out of the parking lot. They're students 
trying to walk around. It's a terrible, terrible location – yes I get it, it is residential all around 
Hillsdale for example is tucked back over in the corner. It's got the huge L-shaped Street all the 
way around it. There's a parking lot across the street for Highlands’s right here. It's never used. I 
pick my son up every day it’s never used, you know students never park in there, staff never 
park in there.... You can get busses, cars in and out of there all day long - It's a dangerous place 
over on this busy corner over here, and I, I, I don't, I don't prefer it. I don't want to see anybody 
get hurt, I personally   -  never heard of anybody getting hit over here on the street, and it's 
easier to watch and it's not a busy street where the public is just going where they want. So, 
anyway, thank you. 

3) My names Diane...  How come the Charter Schools (unintelligible) enrollment.  Oh, so... My 
name’s Diane, I’m at Ridgepoint. How come the Charter Students weren’t included in the 
enrollment counts, because when I looked at the District thing when you include the Charter 
Students, were almost at the same amount of students that we had at the schools last year, 
District wide. So, I want to know why Charter Students weren’t included. Um, how come the 
district admin positions, none of them are being considered, you’re only doing Elementary 
Schools.   Junior High Schools, most of them have less students at the elementary schools.  Half 
of the elementary schools have higher school counts.  Why weren't the Junior High School -  
School things considered?  Um.  The schools that are closing, those students if they’re not 
bussed, they’re going to be walking on busy streets across busy intersections – that's not safe 
for the students. And if you are having to, going to provide transportation, new buses cost four 
hundred and forty thousand plus if you’re adding air-conditioners, that’s a lot of money.  Again, 
I’ve already mentioned at that other Board meeting the portables are costing a lot of money.  
Are you going to have more bathrooms at the school when they get larger...? If schools have to 
go to the five lunches. Are you going to provide snacks for those kids that have to start lunches 
as early as 10:30 or maybe as late as 1:00? And lastly, the District has assets, how come you 
don’t sell some of the assets? Thank you. 

4) Hi, I'm Madeline Woods, I teach at Pacific High School and me along like a lot of my other 
fellow staff members, we just have a lot of concerns about consolidating our school with the 
other continuation High School. Part of the reason why our kids are really successful at our 
continuation school is because they did not do well in a comprehensive High School in the first 
place, which is what it would essentially become if we combine those schools together. I have 
kids who are coming up to me and they're saying that they're really concerned for their safety if 
there's going to be combining of the schools together. We also don't know where this new site 
is going to be if we combine Vista with Pacific, and if so, like would that location be central to all 
of those schools and if it is more central, how are those kids going to get there? We already 
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have a really hard time getting kids to come to school - on time, and that's when they're within 
walking distance of Pacific High School, let alone moving the school farther away for kids be 
able to get to. So, um, those are the concerns I have to voice. Thank you so much for your time. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

November 13, 2019 | 6:00 PM at Grant High School 

Public Comments: 18 total 

1) My names Louis Mitchell, my son who's 5 years old has been going to Fairbanks Elementary 
School now for this is the third year, um, the human cost to closing schools is something I think 
we, that we all want you folks to consider we're talking about children were talking about 
parents were talking about teachers were talking about support staff and were talking about 
administrators all will, will have to make adjustments with the school closures. So consider 
these the human cost but specifically what I'd like to know and I've been going to a lot of these 
meetings.  Um, where will my son, where would he go when Fairbanks closes? Where will those 
students go? And I think that's a question that all the schools just the schools want you to 
directly talk about is if their school closes where will their children's go? Thank you. 

2) Hello, good evening everyone at the meeting. Dr. Martinez, I know you said that you’ve 
always had the students' interest in mind right and if that were the case, would we not have 
bird poop on everything at MLK? While not at Foothill or Hazel Strauch. This is favoritism and 
not only that... but...  You said, you said that we are not being fed false facts. You said that - or 
not you but Mr. McGuire has said that class sizes will not be affected when we get, if we get 
moved to Rio Tierra.  That is false. Students... There's 38 students in one of my history - in one 
of my teachers classes right now, in one of those periods....  What happens when we get moved 
to a school that already has students there?  Hm? Not only this, but by telling students that you 
are probably going to close their schools, you are increasing stress therefor indirectly lowering 
SBAC performance, which will also lower funding. Not only this, but students are not being 
treated as human in this case, we are being treated as statistics.  Thank you. 

3) Ok, my name is Chris Jefferson, with the Del Paso Heights Community Association, um, I, I 
have a problem with this whole process and I’ve said this at the School Board meetings, um, we 
had a Housing Committee who was supposed to be speaking on behalf of the community.  I feel 
like the District should not be holding these... ah, whatever you are doing here tonight, it 
should be the Housing Committee.  That committee was made of community members, they 
should be here, we should be hearing from them. We haven’t heard nothing from the Housing 
Committee, all I heard was, they voted for no school closures, that’s what I heard, but I feel like, 
if you have people meet for six months, District, than you should at least give them the respect 
to tell us what they found in those meetings, and I am just a little bit upset about, um, this 
whole process.  This whole process is wrong, why is our community being picked out for the 
most school closures?  Why is our community taking the brunt of this school closure process?  
Is not right!  Is not right.  We didn’t do a safety study, there was no parody (unintelligible), and 
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the minorities are the ones taking the hits.  The schools … with the uh uh... then your gonna 
bring insult add insult to injury by bringing the Strauch elementary , the Strauch school over to 
King – those are the kids that get cherry picked to go to that little school over there.  Now they 
get to take over our community school? It’s just wrong, it’s just wrong.  This whole process is 
wrong, I don’t like it and like I said, it’s not gonna be over when you think it’s over. 

4) So, my question, I'm from Babcock Elementary and um, my questions is in regards to the 
value of retention and quality teachers. I know that’s the core value for a district and I want to 
know how that’s being considered as we're making decisions. I know how much money has 
been probably spent on Swun training, professional development, and I want to know - we're 
so quick to compare our district to the other districts in terms of their enrollment their 
configuration. But where are the numbers that show how our district is retaining quality 
teachers compared to some of those other Districts. How are you going to ensure that we’re 
investing in our teachers and hoping that they actually stay with us? 

5) Hi, my name is Barbara Hernandez. And I'm here with Noralto, and just to piggyback and 
what she said about retaining - how about looking into retaining students and making sure they 
stay in our district I mean a lot of students are going to different districts for programs that are 
being offered,  um and that's where my question goes with the DLI and intra-district 
agreements. How is it going to look if they close Noralto, or if they move Noralto to Johnson 
and then there's limited space for other students to go or is the DLI going to be offered at 
different schools/ Some of them mentioned, I think the young lady right there mentioned that 
they wanted to offer more programs if schools were bigger, So does that mean to the DLI 
program will be offered at different schools? We need to take into consideration that a lot our 
students that go into Noralto are because of the DLI program and that's one of the great things 
that we look forward to. So, I hope that either we continue to the accepted into intra-district 
agreements or that the program is offered in more schools as well. 

6) Hey Dr. Martinez. First off I appreciate your authenticity, I can hear how serious you were 
when you talk about the kids, so I see that and I appreciate that.  One of the primary concerns, 
I’m a resident and I live here in North Sacramento and within walking distance of the 
neighborhood that I live in, Old North Sac, we’ve got two vacant Twin Rivers sites already, the 
old North Sacramento the Dixie Ann Site and the former Harmon Johnson sites and  both of 
them are kinda eye sores, there's all kinds of illegal dumping all kinds of problems that impact 
the quality of life in the neighborhood detreating property values and the question is the what 
will for Noralto, if you close Noralto down, that’s in the middle of a neighborhood. The heart of 
The neighborhood - Noralto is one of the most neediest neighborhood in all of North 
Sacramento when you create this kind of I don't know a dead zone that your gonna create in 
the middle of this community, what happens next, it’s a real problem particularly for schools in 
this North Sacramento, we’ve already got two and I’m not sure if Higher Learning academy is 
still open, but again it would be a third Twin Rivers site that would actually close and not 
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serving kids and deteriorating our neighborhood, so I appreciate that at some point answers to 
those type of questions, thank you. 

7) Hi, thank you so much for coming out tonight and presenting all this information to the 
community. I just wish that um this information, you know is longer tonight, so more families 
can really speak and engage but I'm just really concerned in regards to the information that you 
guys have presented tonight. I feel like it's a little incomplete. There are so many questions 
from I know from just a family said, you know, my kids go to school to I have … I have kids at 
the Noralto and Harmon Johnson and we have so many questions that are not on this 
presentation. So I would like to have the district come back and provide more information and 
hopefully with all the question-and-answer so you guys have received tonight will bring it back 
to us because that's what I need from you in order for me to say okay if you're going to close 
my school, I understand why.  You know, I'm not so much about the budget issues and stuff like 
that but more so, you know, just give me a solution and a reason show me why is what you 
presented tonight is just not enough for me the stupid just because of superintendent just 
mentioned earlier when he introduced himself to us that one of the great things about Twin 
Rivers schools unified district is there has been an increase in school graduation and increase in 
academic scores when it comes to the students. So why are we changing that, right?  Instead of 
retaining it? Why are we changing that if it's already? I'm suggesting another solution. That's 
what I'm really here to say. You also say that school closures really because of low enrollment. 
And yes, I do see that but have you when you consider this neighborhood and my child school 
have you looked around? (TIME CLOCK)   Have you walked around Del Paso Heights there's 
several developments happening right now? We have two developments behind Nuevo Park. 
We have several developments on Rio Linda Boulevard. Have you considered those families are 
going to be moving into this District when you're considering those low enrollments and last 
but not least. I want to pick it back unless the other lady was just saying earlier. You said that 
with these school closures. None of the teachers are going to be effective and nothing's going 
to change but I'm concerned about, you know,  you know, my child's kitchen helpers my child's 
front desk receptionist all the Para educator that are helping my child and their education 
what's going to happen to them? So those are some of the small questions that I want to 
district is going to bring back to us. So, thank you. 

8) Hello, I'm a teacher in our bridge program over at Babcock, otherwise known as our autism 
SDC when we took into account the numbers for all the students that are able to be housed in 
our schools. Did we take into account that the class sizes in sdc's are smaller? I'm at capacity at 
12. That's a classroom being used for those 12 students. It's not 28 or whatever. The number is 
for general education at this time, but we are using that classroom to our capacity is that part 
of the recommendation? And then also we struggle having assemblies inside of our cafeteria 
with our number of around 400. How are we going to continue to do things whole school if our 
cafeteria struggles at this time? 
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9) So, my name is Gabriela Gomez from Noralto, and I'm worried about the security of my 
children because last year my daughter was bullied the District didn't do very much about that. 
But how is it going to be even better if they go to a bigger school? And it even they will be lost 
in the mix, so I'm worried about the security, not only my own child, but other children as well 

10) Good evening everyone. I'm Linda Fowler and I represent every child in this District. Not just 
a few and not just an area 7. I want to assure you that all of the information that you have been 
given tonight and other areas... It will be carefully, I mean, I mean carefully looked at and I will 
certainly - would give all the consideration to it, I represent this area, it is where I live and I will 
not go any further than just saying I hear you and I thank you so very much for coming and 
expressing your sentiments and what you would like to have in a school district. I will work with 
you as I represent you. So thank you so much for coming tonight and giving us your opinion. 

11) Um, good evening. My name is Ka Nu Zong. I first of all I want to start with I don't have any 
questions tonight. I just want you to take a few things into consideration. I went to Morey, um, 
Early Head Start when I was younger, then I went to Fairbanks, then I went to Castori, then I 
continued MLK and Grant High School. I graduated in 2000 and then I continued my education 
in Sac State.  After I finished, I wanted to become a teacher of course, because great things 
happen here. And After that I did initially start my teaching career in Natomas, but I changed 
that and am currently in Twin Rivers because there's no place like home. I really wanted to be 
here. They wanted to make sure that's the good things that I want to do is make an impact to 
the people that matters to me and I also want to add that, you know, I don't know. and I don't 
know where you live and I don’t know where you will be in five to ten years, but I do want to 
add that my kids, my children live here and currently go to the school here in five to ten years 
my kids will continue to stay here. I have no plans of moving and I want you to understand that 
yes, you’re thinking long term, you want to keep those schools, you want to make sure that the 
budget is well managed and maintained so that we better provide for our students, but I do 
want to remind you that you mentioned High School graduation rates went up, um,  we have 
students are graduating at going to college and coming back to help the communities, so 
thinking long term we are having people that’s building this community, so don’t give us a 
reason to leave, give us a reason to stay, And on top of that, on top of that I do – we did hear 
that you mentioned that you like to, Dr. Martinez, you like to come out and do community 
events like this (TIME CLOCK)  Sorry, Real quick. I hope that you will take this as a learning 
lesson and I thought you make sure that you come out and participate in the community before 
there are issues just like this we can learn to trust you and see you as a community member 
because right now you are too superficial high in cities. I feel like I cannot approach so please 
take that into consideration.  Thank you. 

12) Hello, my name is Stacy Bastian. And I served as Vice Chair on the Student Housing 
Committee. I had some great people serving with me. I think Dario's here in the back that 
served on the SHC, and they were just amazing committee members. We worked a long hard 
eight month on this and I know the slide went by really fast, but I just wanted to state that the 
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majority of the student housing committee recommended No school closures.  Um, we also 
stated that there is no conclusive data that shows that school closures will save money increase 
academic outcomes for students or solve the district's declining enrollment problems. We did 
have a lot of questions and I appreciate Administration coming tonight and giving these 
presentations. I will be at everyone if anybody has any question, but I think there are a lot of 
not answers that we are getting and I think a question / answer sessions would have been 
better than just piling up questions questions questions at every school because it's causing a 
lot of anxiety at the schools. So if anybody has any questions, there are student housing 
committee members here, that would be glad to speak to you. And again, I just want to state 
that we were for not closing schools. 

13) Hi, my name is Rocio Ochoa. I come for Noralto and Harmon Johnson. My main concern is 
about safety um, because the other day I was walking by the school and there's some older kids 
that wanted to get in the school and some other kids from Herman Johnson open the door and 
there were telling the kids that if they wanted to do drugs. So what I, my main concern was my 
main concern is to have like more security. I know the ladies that are in there like it's a lot of 
kids for like, you know, 10 ladies that are taking care of the kids. So I have my main concern is 
to have more security for the kids. So that's that's all I wanted to tell you. Thank you. 

14) My name is Daniel Milhouse, and I have a child at Babcock. My wife was in Babcock and she 
(Unintelligible) want her child to attend Babcock out of San Juan District because the closest 
school. It was also a safer alternative because it required to have Calum cross a busy street. We 
all can understand up teaching that is very high, and they actually have a lot of the parents 
participate in the (Unintelligible) to receive also a Babcock was added last minute last October 
after all the other school to be notified and doing up to me to come in. We weren't really do 
much with notification on that until (Unintelligible) School.  First week of school we got a letter 
and we have to actively wish to get ourselves prepared and put out as best we could to the 
committee closes me and my wife was actively and we also be an inch and transfer my child like 
the same one from school. (Unintelligible) 

15) Good evening. My name is Sasha Vogt. I'm a parent. I'm also a family and Community 
Advocate and I worked at healing V Foundation as director of Youth Services. I have a lot of 
concerns about things I've heard tonight. I'm concerned that we were never presented a 
housing committee report. We only heard the Districts recommendations not their 
recommendations and the housing community, the housing committee was the communities 
voice, it was supposed to be yet, you haven't shared that input with us other than putting it on 
some obscure website and then really not give me much information on how did navigate to 
find that.  So that's one of my concerns. Another concern I have is that we haven't heard 
anything about the offset of the recent sale of District properties and how that impacts the 
budget. We haven't heard how the -  per student cost will change we heard how closing a 
facility will change costs. But we haven't heard the impact on what it will cost per student to 
initiate these, these new recommendations at the district has but what concerns me more than 
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anything is as we've heard tonight and you're well aware as everyone who's come out has 
unequivocally stated. Our schools are the heart of our community. You spoke about Student 
Success - none of those successes, none of those achievements. Those aren't your 
achievement. They didn't occur in a vacuum. They occurred because the connections to 
community and the culture of the schools that you wanted close. They occurred because of the 
relationship that we have at our with our students at with our staff. And what's our faculty at 
our respective sites. They stay at they are not happening absent of that community base.  
Home base that we that we have and what really concerns me is you haven't even been out to 
the schools.   You brought everyone here.  (TIME CLOCK)   We started at 6:00 but our after-
school programs don't even close until 6. I'm not even until 6:30. Your meeting started at 6. I 
know you don't live in the community. So I know that you can just sit out the traffic and can go 
home at 7:30 not the case with our family. They're just now getting off work there just now 
picking up their family.  To get here is a huge huge huge challenge for many.  You see, we just 
have a handful of the community here really the outlying schools in the area. I don't even think 
I see my neighbors from the manors. I think my neighbors from the heights them from North 
Sac? Where is Noralto? Where is Northgate? Where is Garden land where our outlying areas? 
They’re not here.  So what I'm asking you to do is go out to the school. I know you have the 
capability and you have the capacity to do that, but you haven't bothered to so I question 
whether you have the concern the consideration or the compassion to do so, and I challenge 
you to have these meetings at every school like she mentioned before me that's and only then 
begin to consider closing our school. Thank you. 

16) Good evening.  I'm going to turn my back to you for a second and no disrespect. I just want 
to address the crowd. My name is Ramona Landeros, and I'm in trustee for this area.  And I'm 
also, I wear several hats. I was also at the housing committee, and I'm also a mother and a 
grandmother my children have all gone to school here, now my grandchildren. So to me, this is 
very personal. We are hearing you. We hear you loud and clear. I'm glad we're having this 
forum, and I really do thank you for coming out because it is difficult to bring the children 
along. I know you probably haven't had dinner or whatever the case may be, but we are 
hearing you and remember no decision has been made, but I want to thank you all just for 
coming out. So thank you, good evening, Gracious. 

17) Hi, my name is Danitra and I have a scholar at MLK originally I had three scholars in a Twin 
Rivers District. I had MLK Fairbanks and Garden Valley but I end up pulling my two younger 
Scholars out to go to the local Charter School - Hazel Mahone college prep, and I had offered 
my older Scholars alternative to be homeschooled because I was dissatisfied with the Twin 
Rivers School District. I said, let's go out and just look at MLK first.  She begged me. She begged 
me to go to MLK. She's a social butterfly. She's currently the vice president at the school.  She 
struggled to the majority for elementary barely passing the grades until she was able to get an 
IEP. She's having A’s and B’s right now in the 8th grade. She's loving it. I wouldn't pull her out 
for the world because I'm giving a voice there and the staff. Is there no matter what's going on 
with the district this the staff at MLK. They have the heart to help push my child where they 
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need to be without the extra resources. She may have gotten at a charter school. So I'm with 
her at MLK she's not going to be there next year, but she's still upset because she told me that 
her and the leadership and everybody else on board will be losing out all the Vital Information. 
They wanted to share to the upcoming 7th graders its history of MLK as well as Fairbanks 
generation, mine, my mother's and the generation before them as much more than just the 
school. It's a culture. It's a community that is more resources – if funding were implemented 
into the school (TIME CLOCK) then we might want to stay and the enrollment may go up. That’s 
all  

18) Good evening. My name is Chua and I am representing MLK student, children in Del Paso 
Heights Elementary in Grant as well. And, I want to know why you want to move my child from 
MLK to another school and bring in another school into the site? Why not just keep the 
students who are at MLK currently there and bring the Smythe students to MLK to our school. 
Bring their expertise. Bring their creativities to better the community instead of moving our 
children's out. I want to know why my children are being targeted to move - to be moved from 
that school. Now, Del Paso Heights Elementary are already there if they're already overflowing 
students to neighboring schools. How many students more are they going to take in this whole 
transition if it does happen, you know? I I see that there's plans to move Fairbanks students to 
Del Paso Street to Castori, but how many of those two students?  Because right now Del Paso 
already has an overflow and then there’s class size. I want to know how many students to 
teacher? Is there...  Are there going to be and how are you guys guaranteeing that? There are 
going to be X number of students to teacher as are there going to be 24 students to one 
teacher and a teacher aide? Or and what happens when there's more than just that number of 
students it to the teachers How are you guys still so sure? 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

November 14, 2019 | 6:30 PM Rio Linda High School 

Public Comments: 2 comments 

1) Hello, my name is Stacie Bastian, I served as Vice Chair on the Student Housing Committee, 
longtime resident of Rio Linda, I want to thank each and every one of you for coming tonight 
and supporting the Student Housing Committee and educating ourselves on what is going on 
what occurred.  One thing I want to mention is there were five scenarios on four of those 
scenarios there were school in this area to be closed, I would hope that administration keeps 
those schools that were on scenarios 1 through 4 off the recommendation list. But I also think 
that is it important for our area specially to look at the other communities that are going to 
have some schools basically proposed to be closed, we know what that does to a community 
with Rio Linda elementary being closed. We have a very strong Board member on our side, Bob 
Bastian, who has help us fight this but we know what that does to a community and I would we 
would help support the other community members bordering us to say no to school closures. I 
want to say thanks to everyone for coming tonight, it means a lot, so thank you. 
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2) My name is Louis Mitchel Jr. my son is a kindergartener at Fairbanks, I been now to, I don’t 
know how many of these meetings since I heard that the school maybe close, I’ve come here 
tonight in 2 different things, I own a home near that school, while I think I important for 
everyone to understand that your entire community all of the people who living around, not 
just the ones who have children going to the school are shareholders in this process, when that 
school is closed, the reality is that home values will decrease, so I think that is important. 
Personally I’ve created a flyer, I will be passing that out to all of my neighbors, roughly 600 or so 
homes, I will be passing it out this Saturday, if anybody want to join me, please do, if anybody 
wants a copy of it to work of it, please do. The human side, please come to Fairbanks 
Elementary School and I am talking to you folks, tomorrow breakfast starts at 7:15, come see 
what I see. Thank you. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

December 3, 2019 | 6:30 PM Rio Tierra 

Public Comments: 11 total 

1) My name is Twong Bou (spellling). My concern is with the Del Paso School. I work there and 
my concern is that the crowded space what I have seen in the cafeteria. My concern is that if 
students from Fairbank and other school comes to the Del Paso, how are they giving you 
enough times to eat at a nutritious meal with more students coming into Del Paso? Where I 
have seen students waiting in line, such a long line and how are how are you going to 
compensate for having enough time to have the meal?  And with that said, if the student with 
the school has more students coming in. How are they are they going to expand the time will 
the student learning or expanding the time for the students to enjoy the meal also if there are 
students coming into Del Paso or are going to be enough space and what if what if there are 
overcrowded? How are they going to conversate? Is there going to be an over flow system? 
Also with increasing students to the Del Paso. Will there be more teacher and also will there be 
more staff to supervise students during recess times? For example, having students one staff 
oversee 30 to 40 students. Will there be enough staff to oversee to supervise students during 
their recess time?  That's all. Thank you. 

2) Hi, I'm trying to collect my thoughts to think what do I want to say? There's lots of things to 
say. I've been an educator a teacher for the last seven years and I've seen districts closed 
schools and I've been involved in that. My concern - like you were talking about the future and 
it's all about our students. It is all about their future. But we're talking about money tonight and 
the impact of these decisions based on money. It's impacting the students now, it's going to 
impact the education that these students get now so schools are closing which limit students 
access close proximity access to getting an education that is going to impact their future and I 
think what you're going to see unfortunately is retention rates are going to go down students 
are going to be dropping out. If that’s already an issue?  If they are already leaving for Charter 
Schools?  I feel like it's going to keep happening because they don't have the access of the 
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schools that are closed where they need them to be. I hope it doesn't happen. But that's where 
I see this happening when schools are closing. It's unfortunately I think going to be a problem 
for our students in this area. So I wish you the best of luck. Thank you. 

3) Hi, my name is Rebecca Ledoux. I'm the Teachers Association president and I've been to 
several of these Community meetings and I’ve stayed silent because I wanted to give parents an 
opportunity to express how they felt but tonight, I feel like it's time for me to stand up and 
address some concerns that I have - and it starts with the very beginning of this on the lack of 
transparency from the district calling the committee that was to decide to make 
recommendations about school closures the “student housing committee”. I think that's a 
perfect illustration of an attempt to hide from the public what the plan was. It should have 
been called very transparently the school closure committee.  So let's talk about that 
committee for a minute because when I'm sitting here I get very concerned that it is glossed 
over what that committee decided.  Again, the lack of transparency - that committee met for 
months and months all of this data you see tonight that committee looked at that data in-depth 
much more in-depth than you have tonight. They heard about financial data. They heard about 
declining enrollment data. They heard about scenarios foreclosure that the district felt would 
be a good scenario and you know, what they decided at the end of months and months doing 
research on their own reading articles about school closures and how it affects communities 
and districts and does it solve the problem. Do you know what they decided they decided? No, 
No school closures. Did you hear that tonight? Cuz I don't think that was stressed and if we 
were being transparent we would have talked about that. These are intelligent people sitting on 
this committee. And that's the conclusion that they came to but this would not be the best 
thing for Twin Rivers students. I'm also concerned when I see the district stand up here and tell 
you that our contract will protect, will protect you from class sizes getting bigger. That's not 
true. We don't have hard cap in that contract. Even Tk-3 - It's School site average. You can have 
one small class and balloon the rest. So do not be reassured that larger class sizes can't happen. 
That's not a scared - scare tactic. That is the truth. So anyway, thank you for your time. 

4) Hello, I'm Nina Sandhu. I'm talking from Morey Avenue. Wait, one second. Just want to be a 
little comfortable. Okay, let me start my two minutes because if I hear that noise and I could 
traumatize. Okay, so first thing page 21, this is like the one thing I want to stress the most. How 
come Maury Avenue is not noted in how much price is going to get reduced. So another thing I 
want to share with everybody is that Morey Avenue has four three kindergartens and a TK in 
the front of the campus. But the back of the camp is still has four preschools and to Early Head 
Starts, so the back of the campus will still continue to be open which is why I'm stressing. Why 
does the front need to be shut down? I don't can you guys don't hear me? I don't think it needs 
to be shut down. Another thing that I also wanted to stress is being a bilingual child myself. 
When I was younger. It's really hard when you have to go and meet new people because then 
you're extremely shy and you don't even want to talk the little bit that you do know, you don't 
even want to talk. So taking these kids who finally open up after half a year to a year and then 
having to go to kindergarten and they're talking they're talking so much. Why would you want 
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them to go from a school that they know to a new school and go back to no talking back to no 
friends? No peers, you know, they're just reducing that social aspect which is a huge part of 
learning and academics and I just want to stress that we have a huge bilingual population and 
it’s really really important. And another thing I want to say is a lot of people from our..... A lot of 
workers commute to Morey Avenue. That's how much we love it talking for myself. I wasn't 
born and raised in the Del Paso Community, but I feel like I was because of all the parents the 
staff. Everybody makes you feel at home. So we can't take those three kindergartens and that 
one TK away because honestly at the end of the day, how much is it really helping? I don't think 
it's helping at all. I think keeping those three Kinder's and 1tk is helping the kid’s staff family 
Etc.etc etc up way more than taking them. So please consider everybody here. Come on. Let's 
talk about Morey Avenue. But yes. 

5) So hello, my name is Carolyn Jansen. I'm a Community member of Del Paso Heights for 35 
years. My children went to Morey - my two grandsons went to kindergarten that Mory school 
and talking about the future one of my grandson's graduated from UTI. And he's now at 
working for Roseville Toyota.  So and both grandsons were reading when they left kindergarten 
the kindergarten teachers are caring they take their time with each student to ensure. They're 
ready academically and socially for first grade the small setting of the school helps students 
achieve. Please don't close our kindergartens. 

6) Is my two minutes up? Okay, I'm talking as a teacher in this district for a long time. And my 
question to you is have you ever been to as a teacher or a school that got closed down and you 
transfer to another school? as a no as an adult I did that in the impact for myself was...  more 
than I can....it's a scar in my life that I can that I can say that's the down fall part of my career 
that I did. So if you ever think about maybe you never did and you didn't know that impact, but 
the impact was pretty bad as a teacher going to another school.  So that was the for something 
you to think about. The other part that I want to say is I just don't see any benefit of closing are 
four classes that Morey I think I've been there for seven years and I've seen kids that come in 
from transition from the back to the front and when they see their teachers their it wasn't just 
a familiar places that place that they go to and..... They were so excited seeing that Preschool 
teachers and they feel like its home and.... I don't see any benefit of you closing either way the 
school still open if the school closed then I can see that the school still open the janitor is still 
there the cook still there the lights still on. That's the bottom line.  Academic wise. I think we 
did pretty good job. Our team did pretty good job with districts test and individuals.  I have 
heard from the kindergarten first grade teachers from different schools. Like you know what 
your kids did excellent they came and they're ready to read in first grade. So everything I just 
don't see it. We did everything we did was great for our kids and. 

7) My name is Yessenia Sandoval. I'm a parent here at Rio Tierra. I was part of the student 
housing committee and I stopped going because I felt that we were being shaped to what was 
supposed to..... What we were going to be voted to.... the data. The data they're presented was 
outdated. It was screwed. So we would go towards has a certain way, but as we can see this 
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housing committee doesn't want to close down schools yet here we're being presented with 
the options to close down schools. I think we're looking at the wrong places to cut money. We 
should be looking at Administrator cuts.  Um cut from the top so that way we can keep our 
schools keep the sizes we have. I'm going to say some numbers really quick some salaries.  2016 
$263,245  2017 $310,510  2018 $315,660 this is our superintendent salaries and you can see 
there was an increase. So we're definitely looking at the wrong places to cut. 

8) Hi, my name is Ann speaking on behalf of Morey. So I have six kids. I have four boys that 
graduate that went to TK and kindergarten at Morey.   The school that they go to first grade. I 
want to say they excelled in all areas with school. Sorry. I just suck at speaking but um.  I just 
want to say so my youngest son is a first grader and I had guys report card for their 
foundational skills. The goal was 39. He hit 46 recognizing and reading High Frequency Word. 
The goal was 40 and he scored 50 and all around that's I wish I could take credit for it. But I 
really want to say it's the staff. I loved Morey Avenues staff. I hope you guys didn't reconsider 
and try to close this down.  They’re just best to make us feel like we're family and whatever, 
sorry I’m a mess, but thank you. 

9) Okay, I wasn't going to talk but you inspired me Ms. Va. I'm Ginny Petri and I started up 
Morey I think in 2002 and I've taught kindergarten for it's my 22nd year, and I had a student 
last week that came in and now he's in college and he remembers me came back to visit me 
during conferences. I had one of my students from North Avenue that is now a freshman at 
Grant come back he's doing so well, he remembered me, he hugged me. I see my kids that 
come by all the time to visit me and I see how well they're doing in school and it started with 
kindergarten and if you don't have that foundation and those teachers that really care about 
you and I'm not saying other schools don't but we are a very special school Morey Avenue. 

10) So I don't think they should close Morey Avenue because first of all I have two kids that go 
there and it's a small school and when I when I took them to go get like they cousin from 
another school may be shy to see all those big kids walking around so it'd be like uncomfortable 
if they had to move to a floor with like big kids and little kids and and also more he is in the 
middle of a.  How to say what kind of community it is and show you now but some of the kids 
there they only eat like when they go to school they small kids and some people can't afford 
food and their only meal that they get is from school and like Maury Avenue is like your school 
in that small community stuff. I don't think that's why I don't think that's they should close. Oh, 
yeah. 

11)  Sorry, can I say something really quick? I didn’t want to say English cause English is my 
second language.  But anyway, my name is. I want to let you guys know, my name is Shoa Loa, 
I’m a Para educator.  It’s so funny cause all of these thing is happening and it never hit me and 
said I don't like it was I was I was going to lose my job as a sub – I was thinking of the kids. So 
where am I kids going to go and blah blah blah and stuff or something? So now I am going to be 
jobless or something.  I sub from doing paperwork for the T and for the Kinder and stuff and I 
know that it's so I have a 4 year old that go to preschool and I have a 1st grader that goes to 
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Smythe.    I love Morey so much where I didn't know put my kid in TK or preschool add or 
Kinder at Smythe because I'm willing to travel and have my other kids go to the first grade. Are 
you at the school? I was a Para educator for the Kindle and they say I would like more like yes, I 
knew it.  Can you make a different? You know you don't like the way I'm going in learning and I 
really believe that so much.  Sorry, I'm not really good at speaking. But yeah, I hope you guys 
get what I'm coming for that it's a special place. Yeah. 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

December 4, 2019 | 6:30 PM MLK 

Public Comments: 8 comments 

1) Hello, my name is Allison White. I go to this school. Actually, I'm an 8th grader at MLK. I was 
just wondering how factual these facts actually these “facts” actually are the number of 
students in the district keeps changing from meeting to meeting. I was just wondering can we 
get a definite count instead of it changing between meetings. Is it being kept in real time or? 
Just wondering. Thank you. 

2) Good evening.  So, my name is Chewa. I have students in MLK, students at Grant and 
students at Del Paso Heights Elementary as well. My question is, we have a lot of meetings and 
a lot of questions that are that are being asked. I haven't gotten any answer to my questions or 
anyone's questions. When is when are we getting those answers? Are we going to get those 
answers before the vote for school closures or not? Will we have time to get a response or even 
ask more questions once we get those answers to our questions that have been asked for the 
last 3 months? That's my question. 

3) I respectfully ask for 4 minutes so I can speak in Spanish so some of the people here can 
understand.  Good evening my name is Dario Gonzalez in addition to being a classified 
employee of this district and Community member my most important role is that of a parent to 
parent of two of my own kids in this district and another 650 kids at Noralto my school site.I 
proudly served as a representative in the student housing committee.  The many months I 
dedicated to the committee reviewing mountains of data analyzing reports researching 
information and discussing with fellow members of the committee ultimately resulted in my 
determination that at this time the decision to consolidate School sites was short-sighted and 
did not fully address the structural issues that have let us to where we are today.In addition, I'm 
more concerned that certain information being disseminated here - Although accurate does not 
fully capture the totality of the potential solutions that can help mitigate the problem of 
declining enrollment.  I feel at least partially responsible for the slide that's presented that 
highlights the decrease in elementary schools as being a key contributor to declining 
enrollment. Ironically the data shared with the housing committee a few months back detailed 
how top 10 of the top 15 schools with the highest percentage decrease in enrollment were 
secondary and K8 campuses.  When you look solely at the number of students, it would be 
expected to see a greater decline in elementary schools since they make up a large majority of 
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the students in this District.  I’ve argued that despite the amazing programs at the secondary 
level percentage of students when kids leave are elementary schools unless we can incorporate 
and sell highly rigorous programs at safe campuses to our families this trend will continue. Let's 
figure out a way to make Twin Rivers a destination District that attracts students. It's about the 
messaging.   I reiterate the comparison I made during our committee meeting - School 
consolidation in this district is akin to cutting off the toe of a patient with diabetes the 
procedure may appear necessary at the time but it does not cure the disease and without 
addressing the systemic causes of students leaving our district in a few years. We will need to 
cut off a foot or leg or worse. It's about the messaging. What message are you sending to this 
community? 

4) My name is Yesenia Sandoval. I'm a parent at Rio Terra. I did start with the Housing 
Committee, but I stopped attending because I felt that the data that was being presented was 
not only skewed but it was trying to present to what's going to happen. You guys already have a 
plan you guys want to close schools in you’re trying to sway us to go that direction. Luckily. The 
housing committee majority doesn't want to close schools. The Sac Unified School District 
closed down schools a few years back. That didn't evade the Current financial crisis. It is a huge 
problem.  I want to point out that …. We need to cut from the top yesterday at Rio Terra. I said 
a few salaries specifically Steve Martinez in 2018, he made $315,660. While Bill McGuire who is 
present here today last year, He made $269,825. That was his salary last year, which is 
ridiculous. We need to start looking at the top and then work from there. We can't be cutting 
from our kids the schools. You can see need work. Two weeks ago, I want to say at Rio Tierra 
there was a gun scare. There is a student that came to school with a BB gun.  It was complete 
and utter chaos. One of the major factors was at the PA system wasn't working and hasn't been 
working to the beginning of the school year. It was fixed now because a lot of us parents spoke 
out about it. It is ridiculous that just happened in fifth period.  My daughter texted me in 7 
period to come and get her cuz there was a gun scare. There is no clarification. We thought a 
kid was at school and our kids’ lives were in danger. It wasn't until after school was out, after 
we had picked up our kids that we found out that it was just a BB gun, and it was under control 
which is great, but it just shows that were not prepared.  So and also I want to point out - 
where are our interpreters they were here last night, but they're not here today? 

5) Thank you, I just had a couple of questions.  One, I wanted - I’m in accordance with my friend 
Miss Chua here. Where are answers? We've been having these meetings for since October. 
Now. We're going into months 3 and we keep hearing how answers to our questions are going 
to be posted on an obscure website that is yet to appear. We still haven't gotten any answers 
along those same lines. I want to know why do we have to wait for this website to appear. We 
have administrators here. You can bring budget people here. Why can't we get answers directly 
as they are asked why can't that be part of these meetings?  You're the guy Mr. McGuire. Why 
can't you answer our questions?  That's really pretty much all and I expect answers before a 
vote is taken and the community also requests that the  vote isn't taken at a special meeting 
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with 24 hours’ notice that public is that the public isn't even allowed to comment at. We want 
answers and we want the vote in an open board meeting. Thank you. 

6) Hi again, same here from last meeting at Grant High School. And I talked about working at a 
charter school and having at least one scholar here in the Twin Rivers School District. She's here 
at MLK. Okay, I'm going to give you a little background about me. So at this charter school, we 
hope underperforming especially African-American students Bridge the academic achievement 
Gap and it's close by a lot of the parents have to struggle to get to the program cuz it's pretty 
rigorous for the whole family and some of their resources aren't there that they need. I came in 
as a parent and employee and help start a program. It's called a homework club -  that program 
alone helped nearly Thirty families to be able to continue on and the Academic Year and help 
boost up their children scores and their spelling and their math all of that. So by doing that 
small resources when individual and helped a multitude of people at one school - I can only 
imagine it even if you felt like you didn't have the funds for certain resources. If we put in it 
energy and to focusing on these resources to help these children overcome what they're 
dealing with that home at school or wherever else that they will come back that they will see 
the light in Twin Rivers School District. I won't knock the school district for not being a charter 
school, but I'm going to knock you for not bringing in the resources that other schools can 
provide. They don't need to leave we can bring more into the school and it doesn't have to cost 
out of the pocket. You can look into the community right here that can help with these 
resources to bring these children here and to accommodate them. So they don't have to look 
elsewhere. There's plenty of children. They're going to need help all the schools won't be able 
to accommodate but they can at least have option here instead of closing it down. That's all. 

7) So, my name is Rebecca Ledoux, and I'm just going to turn this microphone around because I 
already know the district's not listening to us. So, I'm going to talk to you. So, I've been at quite 
a few of these because I'm the Teachers Association president and I spoke at the one last night. 
And so some of you who I see were there last night of already heard this but I want to talk 
about respecting the voice of the student housing committee. The district hand-picked the. 
That's out on that committee. And these were smart people. They were Community leaders 
community members and they sat for months and heard the data from the district. They heard 
the financial data. They heard the declining enrollment data. They heard all the scenarios of 
possible school closures. They gave hours and hours of their free time to dedicate to making a 
good sound decision. And I want to know why their voice isn't being listened to be.  Because 
when the vote was put to them is this the solution that the district should make their answer 
was no - no for all school closures. Not one school. Did they vote yes to close and yet we're just 
proceeding as though they didn't dedicate months and months to that decision that their voices 
just don't matter. So when I say the district isn't listening they've proven that they're not 
listening because we're here tonight talking about school closures and I think the student 
housing committee was the committee that was supposed to make that recommendation and 
now it comes before the board. The board is an elected body. So if you want your voices to be 
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heard come to the Board, let them know how you feel about this make sure they listen to this 
community. Thank you. 

8) My name is Juana Rico, I have student at Noralto and my daughter will start next year.  My 
comment for you guys is that you only talk about money, money, money, who is going to give 
us money to take our children to school. We are going to ask, request an audit to see how much 
money each per at the District office makes, how they can make so much money and where 
they get all that money from. So you can show where you get all the money and your pockets 
never seen to be empty.  

 

*comments above are roughly transcribed for word usage and punctuation and not verbatim 


